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drew completely back, and all the circle on that side.    The
Due du Maine drew back also from where he was.

I said to M. le Due d'Orleans, in his ear, that he could not                        i

hope to gain anything from M. du Maine, who would not                       \

sacrifice the codicil to his reasonings; that the length of their                        I

conference became indecent, useless, dangerous; that he was                        ;

making a sight of himself to all who entered; that the only
thing to be done was to return to the assembly, and, when                       j

there, dissolve it.    "You are right," said he, "I will do it"                        '

"But/' said I, " do it immediately, and do not allow yourself to
be amused.    It is to M. de la Force you owe this advice : he                       j

sent me to give it you/' He quitted me without another word,                       J

went to M. du Maine, told him in two words that it was too                       !

late, and that the matter must be finished after dinner.                                   /

I had remained where he left me.    I saw the Due du Maine                       j

bow to him immediately, and the two separated, and retired at
the same moment into the assembly.

The noise which always accompanies these entrances being
appeased, M. le Due d'Orleans said it was too late to abuse the
patience of the company any longer; that dinner must be
eaten, and the work finished afterwards. He immediately
added, he believed it fitting that M. le Due should enter the
council of the regency as its chief; and that since the com-
pany had rendered the justice due to his birth and his position
as Regent, he would explain what he thought upon the form
to be given to the government, and that meanwhile he profited
by the power he had to avail himself of the knowledge and the
wisdom of the company, and restored to them from that time
their former liberty of remonstrance. These words were
followed by striking and general applause, and the assembly
was immediately adjourned.

I was invited this day to dine with the Cardinal de Noailles,
but I felt the importance of employing the time so precious and
so short, of the interval of dinner, and of not quitting M.
le Due d'Orleans, according to a suggestion of M. le Due de la
Force. I approached M. le Due d'Orle'ans, and said in his ear
" The moments are precious: I will follow you to the Palais